LIFE OF GURU AMAR DAS    in

the Guru, and requested him to separate or name
his own immediate followers, and they should pass
free, but all others must pay. The Guru replied,
' If you want taxes, I will give you whatever money
you require; but if, in obedience to the Emperor's
order of exemption, you do not tax my Sikhs, they
shall all be known by their uttering " Sat Nam! Sri
Wahguru! " None may be expelled from the Guru's
company; whoever cometh as a friend is ever
respected/ When the Guru was crossing the Jamna,
thousands of people who were not Sikhs accompanied
him, crying out ' Sat Nam ! Sri Wahguru ! ' and
passed over untaxed.

After preaching at the Jamna the Guru proceeded
in the direction of Hardwar. He rested under a tree
on the way at a place called Kankhal, three miles to
the south of the great Hindu source of cholera and
devotion. As he approached Hardwar the crowd
which gathered round him assumed still vaster pro-
portions. When the tax-gatherers tried to impose
a tax on any of them, they were met with the angry
reply, ' Have I not said Wahguru ? Am I not the
Guru's Sikh ? ' Thus there was not even a farthing
put into their boxes, and they went to their homes
without the usual receipts.

The Guru availed himself of the opportunity to
read a brief homily to his followers : ' As the tax-
gatherers have not been able to prevail against you,
so Death, another tax-gatherer, shall have no power
against those who repeat " Sat Nam ! Sri Wah-
guru ! " This is an example to hand of the way to
escape from Death/

CHAPTER X

The Guru having returned to Hardwar after so
many years' absence was received with great dis-
tinction and demonstrations of friendship by Jogis,
Bairagis, Sanyasis, Brahmacharis, Pandits, &c. They